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LESSON 1

| wisoom >
I 4= STRENGTH

TEXT
Ecclesiastes 9:11-18

CROSS-REFERENCE
Matthew 7:24-27

1. OPENING ACTIVITY: -
“CAN YOU TURN IT BACK?” smn) 3

Add a few drops of food
coloring to water. Ask:
Can | take the color back
out just as easily as | put
itin? (It's not.)

i,
BIG IDEA YOUTH TAKEAWAY
Even in hard times, ‘ You don't have to be the

it is best to follow strongest person in the room
God's wisdom, to make the wisest choice.

2. WHO, WHAT & WHEN?

: WHO?
0 The Preacher (Qoheleth),

3. SCRIPTURE HUNT:

“FIND THE TWO WAYS™ o min)

traditionally associated with
King Solomon, son of David,
king of Israel, and associated
with wisdom.

Divide the verses among students
and have them look for two things
being compared. You'll find:

Wise / Foolish

« Upright / Perverse
Truthful witness / False witness

WHAT? .
Comparisons, not one long story.
Instead, we see short statements

—
|/

Food coloring spreads

b .4 quickly. Removing it takes showing: : :
X ¥  aprocess (like activated : TW]_l:tdho\‘r:I\ﬁé:ool|shness » Hard work / Empty talk
carbon). + Work vs. laziness +  Wisdom / Foolishness
1 « Humility vs. pride «  Good / Evil
This is why wisdom matters « God's way vs. our own way
WHEN?

BEFORE we make the choice. i

Ancient Israel, 10th century BC.

Why do you think GOd

Though the book was collected
over time. keeps Showmg u
The world has ahangegt
lUl 4. THE STUDENT TEST The choices hisedtlc Because recognizing wisdom
Google. TikTok. Al. School. Sports. gnizing
Jobs. Social media. But we're still
deciding: Truth or lie? Work or shortcut?
Listen or rebel? God's way or my way?

becomes easier when we also
1. You didn’t study. recognize what foolishness looks like.
» Friend texts: “| got the answers.”

« What does the foolish path offer? (A good grade.)

« What might it cost? (Integrity, learning, trust,
discipline.)

2. You don’t understand algebra.
« Pride: “I'm not asking. Everyone will think I'm dumb.”
« Wisdom: "l don't understand this yet.
Can you help me?”

5. BRING IN JESUS:
 MATTHEW 7:24-27

Jesus also teaches using TWO WAYS.
Read the passage.

HOUSE #1 HOUSE #2

x | 6. ACTIVITY:
/) “BUILD YOUR PATH"

Use index cards to create a path to
"WISDOM."” Every stepping stone
needs a wise action.

) roous s

« Study + Cheat
ROCK SAND + Ask for help « Lie
: : s « Tellthe truth « Copy
Which student is GCW“"H l‘earnmg? What was the SAME? * Practice ) + Blame someane else
« Both built houses. G g“ep‘“‘"‘act“’” « Quit
. i [ h = Do my own wor
The one humble enough to admit what they don't know. § ggt: ::2%'32:?;-'10,;:;: * Pray % i E“l!ltendh d
; T 4 1
What was different? « Listen ..; t;wd 5 :lrzw 5
« One DID what Jesus said. * Tryagain i bl
« The other heard but didn't do it. + Admitwhen | don't know
T — - » Choose good friends
Wisdom isn't just knowing God's Word. + Obey God's Word
ﬁ 7. TAKE-HOME CHALLENGE: Wisdom is BUILIDING on God's Word.
) “WHAT WOULD WISDOM D0?” :
. * ) 8. CLOSING CHALLENGE :
Notice one difficult situation. Ask yourself: _
Put two paths in front of them: — |
What am | feeling? d ’ ice
: ST  cooswar Choose vise!
What do | want to do? - T il bold Y-
« You'll encounter these roads over and over again. Bui e isel
» At school. With friends. Online. At home. (3

* When nghody is watching.
Sometimes the foolish road looks easier.
Everything that looks right isn't right. |

So, what are you building
your choices on?

What does God's Word say?

(1)
(2]
o What would wisdom tell me to do?
(4]
(5

What choice did | actually make?

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.” — Ecclesiastes 9:10
e ————————— e



